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Pyrosomes - enigmatic marine inhabitants with an important role in the 
Cabo Verde ecosystem 
 
New study led by GEOMAR provides fascinating insight into a largely unknown 
marine life form 



 

 

 
 

 

Pyrosome blooms were found to be related to high values of chlorophyll. Since the filter-feeding 
organisms directly consume microalgae, they profit from upwelling conditions that are found both on 
the lee side of the islands as well as in mid-ocean eddies. The latter are circular currents that can 
move cold nutrient-rich water from deeper depths up to the surface. 
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