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16.02.2022/Kiel/Potsdam. In an interdisciplinary project, researchers from the Helmholtz 
Climate Initiative developed a vision for Germany in 2050 that illustrates ways to achieve a 
carbon dioxide-neutral life and economy. In their study, which has now been published in the 
specialist journal Earth's Future, they look back from a fictitious future to the present day. 
 
Germany in the year 2050. The goal of a carbon dioxide-neutral life and economy has been achieved: 
Greenhouse gas emissions have fallen drastically, and unavoidable emissions are counterbalanced. 
Changes in energy supply and new solutions in industry, transportation and traffic are key to avoiding 
and reducing emissions. Adaptations in agriculture and land management, such as the rewetting of 



 

 

 
 

 

only one possible path. Whether our study describes a desirable net-zero future or we want to take 
other paths - that's something we can only decide together as a society.” 
 
Original publication: 
Mengis, N., Kalhori A., et al., Net-zero CO2 Germany – A Retrospect from the Year 2050, Earth’s 
Future, 2022, https://doi.org/10.1029/2021EF002324  
 
About the Helmholtz Climate Initiative 
The Helmholtz Climate Initiative investigates systemic solutions for one of the greatest societal 
challenges of our time: climate change. Scientists from 15 Helmholtz Centres are working together 


