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Learning and researching on the high seas 
Students from West Africa set off for the first “Floating University” 
 
25.02.2022/Kiel/Mindelo. What is everyday working life like on a research vessel? How do 
marine researchers obtain their valuable data? How do they collect water samples from 
depths of several thousand meters? Twelve students of the international master's 
programme “Climate Change and Marine Sciences” in West Africa will soon have answers to 
these and many other questions – and probably many new ones. The young scientists 
participate in an expedition with research vessel MARIA S. MERIAN. The cruise from Mindelo 
in Cabo Verde to Bremerhaven in Germany is led by GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research Kiel. On their way, they will visit three long-term observation stations, investigate 
oceanic eddies, seamounts, zooplankton and microplastics. Thus, after several years of 
preparation, the first “Floating University” within the framework of the international WASCAL 
programme is finally starting. 
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