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The honorees and their work in detail: 
Dr. Anabel von Jackowski, from the Marine Biogeochemistry research department, was 
recognized for her dissertation entitled "Seasonal Dynamics of Organic Matter Turnover in the 
Arctic Ocean," with the grade magna cum laude – very good. 
After studying in the U.S. and earning a master's degree at the University of Bremen and the Max 
Planck Institute for Marine Microbiology, she moved to GEOMAR and Kiel University (CAU) in 
2018 for her doctorate in natural sciences. Her thesis research focused on the growth season of 
microorganisms in the Arctic Ocean, which will change in the future due to human-induced climate 
change, with a focus on the release of organic matter by plankton and how these seasonal 
dynamics affect the carbon cycle as well as the heterotrophic microbial community. Her doctoral 
supervisor was GEOMAR professor Dr. Anja Engel. 
Starting in January 2023, Dr. Jackowski will be a postdoctoral researcher at the Laboratoire 
d'Océanographie Microbienne in Banyuls sur Mer, France. 
 
Dr. Véronique Juliette Merten's doctoral dissertation, from the Marine Ecology research 
department, titled "Pelagic deep-sea metazoan biodiversity and ecology revealed by environmental 
DNA analysis in combination with other censuses," was graded summa cum laude. 
Dr. Merten came to GEOMAR and CAU already after her bachelor's degree in 2014 at the 
University of Hamburg and stayed there for both her master's and doctoral degrees. During her 
PhD, she developed a barcoding approach to collect diversity and distribution data of deep-sea 
squid by analyzing water and sediment samples. To do this, she used the novel method of 
environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis. She also identified fish and squid that potentially serve as 
sinking carbon sources to deeper ocean levels after their death. Further, she established baseline 
biodiversity and distribution patterns of key organisms in the deep ocean and placed these patterns 
in an ecological context. Her doctoral advisor was GEOMAR scientist Dr. Henk-Jan Hoving. 
Dr. Merten continues to enrich GEOMAR with her expertise as a postdoc. 
 
Dr. Yueyang Xia from the research unit Dynamics of the Ocean Floor received his PhD with 
honors on the topic: "A structural model for the Java margin subduction zone, Indonesia, from 
multi-channel and wide-angle seismic data". 
Dr. Xia studied at the University of Geosciences China until his master's degree and moved to Kiel 
University and the Marine Geodynamics Research Unit at GEOMAR for his PhD. His doctoral 
research focuses on the earthquake-relevant plate margin off Java and the Sunda Islands to 
understand the current tectonic structure, the oceanic crustal relief, and the temporal evolution of 
the large volume of accretionary wedge mass – an accumulation of sediments by overthrusting. 
Insights into tectonic processes are particularly important for gaining deeper understanding of 
tsunami earthquake occurrences. Dr. Xia is currently based in China. 
 
The recipient of the Transfer Award for outstanding commitment to knowledge transfer and inter- or 
transdisciplinary research, Dr. Kathrin Busch, from the research area Marine Ecology, is working 
on marine symbioses. After her bachelor studies in Würzburg and Umeå University Sweden, she 
graduated with a master's degree and a very good dissertation at CAU and GEOMAR. The 




