


 

 

 

 

 

that runs in the opposite direction to the common vertical migration is unique among cephalopods. 
So far, it is only known for certain fish and holothurians.” 
 
The authors also suggest that the counter-directional migration may function as another link between 
the upper layers and the sea floor. It introduces carbon from the benthic food web to the pelagic food 
web and may contribute to the energy transfer to larger predators such as sharks and deep-diving 
toothed whales that feed on cirrate octopuses. In addition, the passive movements covering several 
kilometres should be considered in conservation strategies. 
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