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the wanted ones, for example as stowaways on ships. “Nobody wanted to introduce rats, but they 
have spread across the globe alongside humans,” says Briski. 

Overall, the results indicate a huge potential for future biological invasions in various species groups. 
Briski: “If only one per cent of global biodiversity has been affected so far, we can assume that the 
extent will increase considerably”. The randomness of the process is remarkable: “Sooner or later, 
any species can use our transport manners and routes to reach areas to which it would not naturally 
have access”. The magnitude of environmental and socio-economic impacts due to new invasions 
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