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For sampling, they have what Jan Dierking and Henk-Jan Hoving call the “Swiss army knife of marine
research”: the ROV PHOCA, a remotely operated underwater robot that can dive down to depths of
up to 2000m, and transmit live, high-definition video from the deep sea to the surface via a fibre-
optic connection. It can be configurated with a variety of scientific instruments depending on the
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