
CFA measurement methods (nutrients in seawater) 

The Central Laboratory for Chemical Analysis at GEOMAR operates a so-called "continuous flow 
analyzer" (CFA) to determine nutrient concentrations in seawater. The device type is a "QuAAtro 30" 
from the company SEAL. 

 

The basic analytical methods and chemistries that are used to determine concentrations of inorganic 
nutrients in seawater are well established. Strickland and Parsons outlined the manual methods in 
their book, “A Practical Handbook of Seawater Analysis” (Strickland and Parsons, 1972). The chemical 
methods have been changed, optimized and automated over the decades by numerous authors, but 
the basic chemistries remain the same and are based on colorimetric reactions. The exception to this 
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