
    
 



 

 

 
 

 
To stabilize climate, global emissions of carbon dioxide and other long-lived greenhouse gases 
need to reach near-zero well within this century, the report states. 
The full report is available at  www.copenhagendiagnosis.com  
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Statements by Authors 
 
 “Sea level is rising much faster and Arctic sea ice cover shrinking more rapidly than we previously 
expected. Unfortunately, the data now show us that we have underestimated the climate crisis in 
the past." 
Professor Stefan Rahmstorf, Professor of Physics of the Oceans and a Department Head at the 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany. 
  
"Carbon dioxide emissions cannot be allowed to continue to rise if humanity intends to limit the risk 
of unacceptable climate change.  The task is urgent and the turning point must come soon. If we 
are to avoid more than 2 degrees Celsius warming, which many countries have already accepted 
as a goal, then emissions need to peak before 2020 and then decline rapidly." 
Professor Richard Somerville, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San 
Diego, USA. 
 
"Our available emissions to ensure a reasonably secure climate future are just about used up.  
Within just a decade global emissions need to be declining rapidly.  An urgent binding treaty is 
needed to ensure unilateral action among the high emitters." 
Professor Matthew England, ARC Federation Fellow and joint Director of the Climate Change 
Research Centre of the University of NSW, Australia. 
 
“This is a final scientific call for the climate negotiators from 192 countries who must embark on the 
climate protection train in Copenhagen. They need to know the stark truth about global warming 
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