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The Leibniz Institute of Marine Sciences is member of the  

Leibniz Institute of Marine Sciences  
at Kiel University 

th Annual Meeting that takes place in Seoul, 
South Korea, from 24 January to 26 January 2011, the Director and CEO of the Leibniz Institute of 
Marine Sciences (IFM-GEOMAR) in Kiel, Germ any, Professor Peter Herzig, has taken the 
chairmanship of this international strategic planning group.  
 
„Today networking in marine research is far better than it was in 1999 when POGO was founded“, 
Professor Peter Herzig says. „Especially in the field of ocean observation a significant progress 
has already been done. Now we have a global network of 3000 profiling floats continuously 
delivering data from the upper 2000 metres of the oceans. This programme was put together about 
a decade ago and is a prime example of successful in ternational cooperation“, Herzig explains. “To 
be most beneficial, the strategy must be to share responsibilities and provide data to the public. In 
the field of physical oceanography we already achi eved major milestones, but in other disciplines 
improvements are still needed.” At the 2009 Inter national Ocean Observation Symposium in 
Venice, Italy, promising approaches were presented and future strategies discussed. The POGO 
group will push these ideas and plans forward: „It is essential to hold annual meetings among the 
institutes’ leaders to agree on common strategies and to implement them at home afterwards “, 
Professor Herzig says. For his term in office, Herzig is expecting that progress in marine resource 
research will be made: „This is a broad field, it  involves a lot of money and we urgently need a 
coordinated approach. I’m very curious to see how we will be able to achieve results also in this 
important field.” 
 
 
 



 

 

Links: 
http://ocean-partners.org Partnership for Observation of the Global Oceans (POGO) 
http://www.ifm-geomar.de  The Leibniz Institute of Marine Scienses (IFM-GEOMAR) 
 
 
Figures: 
At www.ifm-geomar.de/presse images are available for download. 
 
Contacts: 
Prof. Dr. Peter Herzig, Tel. +49 (0) 431 600-2801, pherzig@ifm-geomar.de  
Dr. Andreas Villwock, Tel.: +49 (0) 431-600-2802, avillwock@ifm-geomar.de  
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