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The fate of the Eels




changes in any of the older ocean models. But they seem to play a crucial role in the migration of
the eel larvae,” explains Professor Biastoch.

Combining those discoveries with genetic analyses, the scientists found evidence that, contrary to
what is typically thought, eels do not return to random locations in the Sargasso Sea to reproduce
but rather return to where their mother spawned in particular locations within the Sargasso Sea.
“This is a new finding - so far, it was assumed that the mating in the Atlantic takes place completely
independent of the area of origin and future scientific expeditions will have to verify this result in
situ ” says Baltazar-Soares.

The ultimate fate of eels making the long migration from the Sargasso Sea to the continental
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