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A fruitful decade for marine research in Kiel 
Successful merger of IfM and GEOMAR 10 years ago 
 
1st January 2014/Kiel. Exactly ten years ago a new era began for marine research in Kiel, 
Germany. The Institute for Marine Research and the GEOMAR Research Centre for Marine 
Geosciences, teamed up to the Leibniz Institute of Marine Sciences (IFM-GEOMAR). 
Retrospectively this decision has provided a positive impetus for the entire marine research 
in Germany: today's GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel is one of the 
world's leading institutions in the field of marine sciences. 
 
Mergers are initially often viewed critically. Thus, there was also scepticism as whether or not the 
merger of the two marine research institutes in Kiel, the Institute for Marine Research and the 
former GEOMAR, was really a good idea. But very soon it became apparent that this merger was 
actually very fruitful. Today, after ten years, the GEOMAR Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research 
Kiel ranks - as recently judged by an international commission of experts - amongst the top 5 of 
marine research institutions worldwide . 
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