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Breathing space for the Gulf Stream
Scientists calculate the fate of the Greenland meltwater

20 June 2016/Kiel. The salinity of the waters around Greenland plays an important role in

driving the Gulf Stream. There are concerns that a progressive freshening by the increasing

ice losses from the Greenland ice sheet could influence and weaken the current system.

New model calculations conducted by an international research team suggest , however,

that a large fraction of this meltwater is effectively removed from the most sensitive areas

by swift, narrow boundary currents, delaying the influence on the Gulf Stream. The study is

published today in the international journal Nature Geoscience.
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The model computations were performed at the North-German Supercomputing Alliance (HLRN).
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