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Ousting of an 
odious moniker
In her review of the book How 
the Brain Lost its Mind, Anne 
Harrington discusses the work of 
Jean-Martin Charcot on the illness 
known at the time as ‘hysteria’ 
(see Nature 572, 436–437; 2019). 
She does not, however, mention 
the earlier contribution of the 
French physician Pierre Briquet 
(1796–1881). Briquet’s treatise 
of 1859 is still guiding research 
into the condition, now known as 
functional neurological symptom 
disorder.

Charcot embraced the 
misogynistic pseudo-theory 
that neurological symptoms 

Could offshore wells 
save coastal cities?
In view of extreme water 
shortages in major coastal cities 
— last year’s in Cape Town, South 
Africa, and this year’s in Chennai, 
India, are just two examples — 
we argue for the investigation of 
offshore groundwater reservoirs 
as a potential solution.

These reservoirs are found in 
marine sediments and developed 
when large continental shelf areas 
became exposed during the last 
Ice Age.

We evaluated the distribution 
of these reservoirs in relation to 
the likelihood of water shortages 
in nearby coastal cities (see 
go.nature.com/2mkmyat). Cities 
around the East China Sea have 
many potential sites, as do the 
Sunda Shelf and the Australian 
coast. Some of the reservoirs with 
greatest potential are located 
conveniently for Jakarta, Cape 
Town, Singapore and Beijing. 
However, there is limited 
potential in Chennai.

There is an urgent need to map 
these resources, determine their 
likely responses to climate change 
and assess how much water they 
could sustainably supply. 
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jigsaws with a few rectangular 
pieces. The aim was to refer to 
medical staff any applicants who 
might need institutional care and 
so be a burden on public funds. 
Contrary to your implication, the 
inspection station was entirely 
unsuited to formal intelligence 
testing. 
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No IQ tests for early 
US immigrants
Your caption for a photograph 
of immigrants at Ellis Island 
(A. Saini Nature 571, 474–475; 
2019) perpetuates the myth that 
immigrants routinely underwent 
IQ tests as part of the process for 
entering the United States in the 
1920s. The Immigration Act of 
1924 did not mandate intelligence 
testing of immigrants.


