If rarity impacts value, then good
writers are worth their weight in gold.
Their works are happily received by
editors and enthusiastically read by
audiences. Technical writers have a
knee up on more mainstream writers;
they come to the table with heads full
of knowledge. Their task is not to con-
jure plots but to vend information in
aconcise, precise, and readable man-
ner. And yet the fraternity of truly
good technical writers is thin because
too many scientists are unschooled in
what it takes to be in the inner circle.
Good technical writers realize that
both editors and readers have rights
and expectations. They live up to
both. Although they write with indi-



